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Western N.C. Association
2025 Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 4, 2025
Abernethy Laurels, Newton, NC

Theme: Speaking a New Word with the “Old, Oid Story”

8:00 - 5:00 Arrival
Continental Breakfast Available

Gathering Music — Elisabeth Penry, Organist (Peace UCC Greensboro)

9:00 Call to Order
Centering Song “Part of the Family”
Opening Devotions
Appointment of Parliamentarian
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Standing Rules

Approval of Minutes of 2024 Annual Meeting

Greetings from Abernethy Laurels

Greetings from Blowing Rock Conference Center

Greetings from Catawba College

Rev. William Sowers

Rev. Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien
Rev. Dr. Warren Casiday

Rev. Maria Yocum
Ted Wilson
Rev. Ken Clapp

Greetings from E&R Historical Society (now ERLA) Rev. Larry Bolick

Greetings from EveryAge

Greetings from Johns River Valley Camp
Greelings from SOC Church Women
Greetings from SOC Conference Minister

Welcome of Guests

Rev. Thad Austin
Kevin Russell

Rev. Tanya Best

Rev. Dr. Edward Davis

Ten Minute Testimony — Edith Russell member First Congregational UCC - Concord

Reports:
WNCA President
WNCA ACM
WNCA Committee on Ministry
WNCA Association Treasurer
Financial Reports

Growing The Church Grant Report

Action on Proposed Budget

Nominating Committee, Elections
Service of Installation of Officers

Rev. William Sowers
Rev. Dr. Tom Warren

Rev. Terry Parrish

Rev. Dr. Edward Davis

10:50 Ten Minute Testimony — Steve Marks Member In Discernment — High Country UCC - Vilas



11:00 Keynote Presentation: Rev. Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien
The Peril and Promise of Remembering the “Former Things”

tsaiah 49:13-18

11:45 - Noon Q & AFollow Up with Rev. Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien
Noon Break for Lunch
12:45 Gathering Music — Elisabeth Penry, Organist (Peace UCC Greensboro)

1:00 Ten Minute Testimony ~ Deborah Battle member St. Stephen UCC - Greensboro

1:10 Keynote Presentation: Rev. Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien
Re-telling our Story for the Sake of a New Earth

Isaiah 65:17-25
1:55 Q & A Follow Up with Rev. Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien

2:10  Ten Minute Testimony - Rev. Susan Smith Sr. Assoc.Pastor, Exodus Missionary OutreachUCC

2:20 Closing Worship
Opening Hymn
Prayer
Scripture
Moment of Remembrance
Offering
Service of Anointment
Closing prayer
Hymn
3:00 Adjournment



Western North Carolina Association
2025 Annual Meeting
Standing Rules

1. Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall always be followed, unless a Special Rule of Order
supersedes a rule in Robert's,

2. Matters deemed by the Association President to be non-controversial in nature, routine, or
formal may be handled by Unanimous Consent. However, if there is an objection, the President
must state the question on the motion and follow the rest of the formal process for handling a
motion.

3. Awritten copy of any main motion or resolution presented at the Annual Meeting must be given
to the secretary immediately after the motion is made. If there is a secand to the motion, the
President will read or direct the secretary to read the motion again befare placing it before the
assembly for debate.

4. Amendments or other procedural motions may be made to a2 main motion.

5. If the amendment is brief and there is a second, the President may simply restate the motion as
amended prior to allowing debate on the amendment. However, if the amendment is long or
complicated and is seconded, it shall be submitted in writing to be read again prior to debate.

6. Anamendment may be amended. However, an amendment to an amendment must be dealt
with before any additional amendments can be made.

7. Prior to speaking, delegates must be recognized by the President, After they are recognized to
speak, they shall first state their name and the church or agency they are affiliated with.

8. During debate on a motion, no delegate shall speak without first being recognized by the
President.

9. During debate, no delegate may speak to the same motion more than twice.

10. Debate on any motion shall be limited to a total of 20 minutes.

11. A delegate who makes the main motion (or their representative) shall be granted five minutes to
present the case for the motion after the President has put the motion before the assembily.
Additional speeches for or against the main motion shali be limited to two minutes each.




12, The proper mation to close debate on a motion is "I move the previous question." ("I move to
close debate" would also be recognized by the President as the same motion.) The mover must first
gain recognition from the chair, and the motion must be seconded. The motion to close debate
cannot be amended and requires a two-thirds vote for agoption.

Itis always out of order to simply call out "Question” if tlzere are still delegates who wish to speak,
and/or the time limit has not been reached.

13. The Association may vote to allow a guest the right to speak to the Association but shall not
grant that person the right to vote.

14. Resolutions may be submitted by any voting delegate, congregation, or committee of the
Association for consideration at the annual meeting. These resolutions must be submitted in written
form to the Association office not less than 45 days prior to the annual meeting to allow for their
distribution and review by churches and delegates prior to the annual meeting.

15. Please be courteous,
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Ordinary Standing Rules are rules in the nature of administrative duties of the Association.

The Special Standing Rules are rules that supersede a rule in Robert's Rules of Order. {Examples:
Standing Rules 10 & 11.)

Both Ordinary Standing Rules and Special Standing Rules remain in effect from one year to the next
unless they are changed or deleted.

Ordinary Standing Rules may be suspended by a majority vote of those attending the Annual Meeting of
the Association.

Special Standing Rules (Rule 10 & 11 above) may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of those attending
the Annual Meeting of the Association.




57th Annual Meeting
Western North Carolina Association
Southern Conference
United Church of Christ
October 5, 2024

The Annual Western Association Meeting was called to order at 9:30 A.M. by President William
Sowers.

A devotion based on Psalms was provided by the Rev. Dr. Clint McCann from Eden Theological
Seminary.

Rev. Dr. Warren Casiday was appointed parliamentarian for the meeting.
Motion to approve the printed agenda was made and seconded. The motion carried.
The Standing Rules, as printed, were approved by motion, second, and show of hands.

A motion was made and seconded to approve minutes from the 2023 annual meeting. Motion carried by
show of hands.

President Sowers gave a brief update of damaging effects of Hurricane Helene within the WNCA.

Rev. Maria Yocum brought greetings from Abemethy Laurels and announced a disaster relief initiative
from the institution welcoming all te participate.

Rev. Thad Austin from Everyage, also, greeted the gathering giving an update. A facility in Winston-
Salem, which was previously owned by the Wesleyan denomination has been purchased. A video of
fundraising opportunities was shared.

The Southern Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Edward Davis, stated that in his thirteen year tenure in the
conference, there have been four major catastrophes such as Hurricane Helene., He spoke about the task
force on sustainability and the technology initiative in rural churches. Time was given for Rev. Belinda
Sledge, chair of the committee for the youth event to speak to that endeavor, She reminded all that this

is the 60 anniversary of the Southern Conference.,

Kevin Russell, caretaker of John’s River Valley Camp, reported the loss of the bridge into the camp and
three cabins. Trees fell on both bathhouses as well as the dining hall,

Reports (Attachments)
1. President’s Report
2. Associate Conference Minister Report
3. Committee on Ministry Report



4. Treasurer’s Report
*Motion to move youth funds into a non-restricted account with interest for youth was seconded
and carried.
* Motion to use restricted funds from 2020 for Hurricane Relief, UCC National Disaster.
Carried.
*The proposed budget was explained; motion made to accept and motion carried.

5. Committee on Nominations
*Motion made to approve persons nominated was made, seconded, and carried

6. Growing the Youth Grant Program

$1,250 allotted increased to $1,500.

Decision was made to increase grants awarded from 5 to 10. Seventeen grant proposals were
received. Two partial grants were awarded for a total of 12 grants.

Two proposals were for youth programming for Holy Covenant and Peace churches.

There was a Moment of Remembrance for ministers whose passing had not been recognized:

Larry MclIntire 2018
Robert Myers 2023
Robert Thurston 2024
Jim Staunton 2024
Jerry Rhyne 2024
Paul Pickler 2024
Larry Fisher 2024

Larry Bolick announced the passing of spouses of ministers; Margaret Sigler and Eugena Holsty.

Rev. Amelia Fulbright delivered a message entitled “Mindful” based on Psalm 5, reminding all
that God is mindful of humanity, and that we are to resist distractions and stay mindful of Him.

Following Communion, The new Board of Directors and Committee members were installed,
The meeting was closed with prayer
Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted,
Libby Herman



Western North Carolina Association

£ P.O.Box 4265 « 204 Lantz Avenue
§ Salisbury, NC 28145-4265
‘ Xt Phone: 704-633-3191
egrw ok
' E-mail: office@wnca-soc.org

Report of the President of the Western North Carolina Association, Southern Confereace,
United Church of Christ
Rev. William M. Sowers, President

Growing up in the Western North Carolina Association, I still remember attending my very first
Association meeting as a student at Catawba College. I was nervous walking in, since I was
neither a delegate nor a pastor, but a student “In Care” (what we now call a Member in
Discernment). Yet as soon as I arrived, I was welcomed. That spirit of hospitality left a lasting
impression on me, and I pray that we will continue to extend the same spirit of welcome to every
new person who joins our fellowship.

First, I want to thank the Board of Directors for their dedication and hard work throughout this
past year. This has been a year of transition with the retirement of the Rev. Dr. Warren Cassidy. It
has been one of the great privileges of my ministry to work alongside Dr. Cassidy, and I hold the
deepest respect for his leadership and service. At the same time, we welcomed the Rev. Tom
Warren as our new Association Minister. His energy, vision, and guidance have already been a
great blessing to the WNCA, and I am excited for the ways his leadership will continue to shape
our shared ministry.

This year, we have focused on expanding programs and events, and it has been encouraging to
see such strong participation. Our Spring Education Event on Mental Health was both timely and
impactful, reminding us of the pressing need for compassionate care in these challenging days.
On a personal note, I had the privilege of facilitating a Clergy Boundaries training, where I was
deeply impressed by the level of engagement and support shown by our pastors.

One of the ongoing goals of the Board has been to spend more time in intentional conversation
with our congregations and clergy—listening, learning, and discerning how we can best serve
together. We have made meaningful progress this past year, but we also recognize that much
more can and should be done to strengthen these vital bonds of covenant.

This year has also brought challenges. We have experienced the pain of some congregations
choosing to leave the United Church of Christ. These decisions sadden me, particularly because
they are ofien shaped by misinformation or misunderstanding. Yet even in the midst of such
losses, there is hope. We have also seen new interest from other congregations exploring the
possibility of joining the UCC, a reminder that God continues to open doors for new partnerships
and possibilities. ;

As my term as President comes to a close, I want to express my gratitude for the honor and
privilege of serving in this role. I will continue to serve the Association in other capacities,

always remembering that this is not my church, or even our church, but the Church of Jesus
Christ.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev, William M. Sowers
President, WNCA Board



Western North Carolina Association
Southern Conference
United Church of Christ

Report of the Interim Associate Conference Minister
Rev. Dr. Tom Warren

Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

On Sunday, June 1%, 2025, I officially began my ministry as your Interim
Associate Conference Minister. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve in this
capacity, and look forward to engaging with each and every one of you as my
ministry unfolds.

At this time, I understand my ministry as having four primary
responsibilities: 1). Being a “pastor to the pastors’ who serve in our 62 local
congregations; 2). Assisting local congregations during their times of pastoral
leadership transition in helping them find leadership that addresses the needs and
desires of their particular faith community; 3). Assisting where I can as local
churches face unexpected challenges in the life of their congregations; 4).
Participating fully in the life of the WNCA and Southern Conference by engaging
with both the WNCA and SOC Boards of Directors, the WNCA Committee on
Ministry, as well as additional opportunities when they arise.

In my first four months on the job I have been actively engaged in each of
the four areas noted above. Upon request, I can provide specifics as to my activities
(I turn in a detailed monthly Pastor’s Report to Rev. Dr, Edward Davis), but in this
report I would simply like to share what I am “seeing” as I travel around our
Association:

A. We are a very diverse Association racially, economically, and perhaps most
importantly, theologically. This is a strength which we need to actively
acknowledge, embrace, and strengthen. While we have a number of
progressive congregations as well as a number of conservative



congregations, many of our churches are somewhere in the middle, what we
might call “purple.” What binds us together is the call of Christ to serve
“the least of these (Matthew 25).”

B. Many of our congregations are in very delicate situations in terms of
membership, resources, and general orientation towards the future. These
congregations, perhaps most congregations in the WNCA, have felt alone in
their struggles and verbalize to me a desire for deeper relationship with the
wider denomination. Local congregations long for “connection” which can
assist them in creatively and confidently facing the challenges before
them.

C. All of our congregations are infected with the anxiety that is running
rampant in our wider world. There is a sense that our culture is unraveling,
deeply divided, and in many ways broken, which causes life in our local
congregations to be anxious as well. The need for the local congregation to
again be a place of sanctuary, spiritual grounding, and wellbeing (shalom)
is palpable.

The good news is that we are not alone. We have a long and vital history in the
United Church of Christ with much to be proud of, and a 2,000 year old “tool box”
from which to draw. In my short time “on the job” I have met more incredible and
committed UCC members than I can even keep track of. This is the time for us to
pull together, to share our time, talents, and treasure for the strengthening of our
UCC Western North Carolina and Southern Conference family. Through our
baptisms, we have been welcomed into a family defined by the Gospel of Love
which Christ has called us to share “to the ends of the earth”. May it be so!

Blessings,

Rev. Dr. Tom Warren

Interim Associate Conference Minister, WNCA
Southern Conference UCC

Peace UCC, Greensboro, Pastor



Western North Carolina Association Committee on Ministry Report

Oct 5, 2024 - Oct 4, 2025

AUTHORIZED MINISTERIAL STANDING

INSTALLATIONS
Rev. Nick Perrin Corinth Reformed Church Hickory 11/03/2024
Rev. Kendra Plating First Congregational UCC Asheville 11/17/2024
Pastor Sarah Parker High Country UCC Vilas 6/01/2025
APPROVED FOR ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL
Sarah Parker High Country UCC Vilas scheduled for 10/25/2025
Steve Marks High Country UCC Vilas scheduled for 10/25/2025
APPROVED FOR LICENSED MINISTRY FOR 1 YEAR (o be reviewed & renewed yearly)
Sarah Parker High Country UCC Vilas 1115/2025
Foster Camey Hedrick's Grove Reformed Lexington 10/01/2025

REVIEWED & RENEWED LICENSED MINISTRY
Jennette Sellars Beulah UCC Liberty 4/16/2025

SEEKING DUAL STANDING IN THE UCC
Rev. Glencie Rhedrick {pending)

ENDORSED TO PURSUE BOARD CERTIFICATION IN CHAPLAINCY
Rev. Jan Buchanan 15t Cong.Hendersonville WNCA approved 1/15/2025  National UCC approved 1/27/2025

MEMBERS IN DISCERNMENT

Gisella Lavastida Peace UCC - Greensboro / International - Cuba 8/16/2023
Sarah Parker High Country UCC Vilas 11/15/2023
Jamie Hazel Peace UCC Hickory 117/2024
Steve Marks High Country UCC Vilas 10/16/2024
Ekin Ustiinel Mt Hope UCC Whitsett 10/16/2024
Foster Camey Hedrick’s Grove Reformed Lexington {pending)
RETIREMENTS

Rev. Warren Casiday WNCA ACM Concord 4/30/2025
Rev. Lori Blocker Corinth Reformed Church Hickory 12/31/2024
Rev. Susan Smith Exodus Missionary Outreach  Hickory

PASTOR APPROVED FOR EXEMPT STANDING
Rev. Todd Snyder Congregational UCC Greensboro 11/20/2024

PASTOR REQUESTING TO END LEAVE OF ABSENCE & RETURN TO MINISTRY
Rev. Darrell Sluder (pending)



TRANFER OF STANDING INTQO WNCA
Rev. Carol Snyder  Juniata Association of the Penn West Conference
Rev. Todd Snyder  Juniata Association of the Penn West Conference
Rev. Liz Colton Central Association, iowa Conference
Rev. William Koch  Florida Conference, No Associations
Rev. Walter Barker  Florida Conference, No Associations
Rev. Patrick Duggan NY-Metropolitan Association, NY Conference
Rev. Paul Ford Chicago Metropolitan Association, Illinois Conference

TRANFER OF STANDING OUT OF WNCA

Rev. Daniel Harrison ~ Eastern North Carolina Association, Southem Conference

Rev. Carol Hallman Two Rivers Association, Tri -State (S.D.) Conference
Rev. Melanie Childers  Pacific Northwest Conference

PASTORS RESIGN FROM CHURCH
Rev. Carol Hallman First UCC Salisbury
Rev. Toby Hedgepeth (ENCA) First Congregational UCC Asheboro
Rev. Kendra Plating First Congregational UCC Asheville

PASTOR WITHDRAWS STANDING IN WNCA-SOC WITHOUT BIAS

Rev. Michelle Voss Roberts ~ Admitted to the Order of Ministry with United Church of Canada

PASTOR WITHDRAW / RESIGN MINISTERIAL STANDING FROM THE UCC
Rev. Greg Bouck

CHURCHES WITHDRAWING FROM THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Calvary UCC Thomasville

DEATHS
Rev. Lary Diehl
Rev. Lin Finger

YEAR ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY DATES (25 & 50 YEARS)
50 Years Rev. Gene Dermryberry
25 Years Rev. Mirjam Berger
25 Years Rev, Heather S. Dillashaw
25 Years Rev. Karen G. Johnson
25 Years Rev. Karla Miller

2025 SIGNIFICANT CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES (Multiples of 25 years)

125 Congregational UCC Greenshoro
125 New Emmanuel Congregational UCC Charlotte
75 First Congregational Hendersonville

11/20/2024
11/20/2024
11/20/2024
1/15/2025
9/02/2025
91172025
pending

10/16/2024

(initiated 6/01/2025/pending)
(initiated 8/26/2025/pending)

4/20/2025
4/20/2025
9/14/2025

11/20/2024

6/06/2024 10/16/2024

5/07/2025

11/05/2024
12/02/2024

5/25/1975
4/30/2000
7/23/2000
2000
9/3/2000

1900
1800
1850



Balance Sheet

Western NC Association of the Southern Conference
As of December 31, 2024

DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT TOTAL
Assets
Current Asseals
Bank Accounts
10000 Westm NC Assn Southm Conf UCC 23,021.72
10100 Cenrtificate of Deposit 21,503.45
10200 UCF Investment Account 0
10201 Growing the Church Fund 65,000.00
10202 Investment in Youth Fund 25,000.00
Total for 10200 UCF Investment Account $90,000.00
Total for Bank Accounts $134,525.17
Accounts Receivable
Other Cumrent Assels
Uncalegorized Asset
Total for Other Current Assets 0
Total for Current Assets $134,525.17
Fixed Assels
Other Assels
Total for Assets $134,525.17
Liabllities and Equity
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Credit Cards
Othar Current Liabilities
2020 Restricled Funds 0
2021 Church Emergency Fund Temp Res
2022 Scholarship Funds Temp Restre 142.54
2023 Mission Funds Temp Restrc 2,907.46
2025 Youth Events Temp Restrc 1,600.00
Total for 2020 Restricted Funds $4,650.00
Total for Other Current Liabilities $4,650.00
Total for Current Liabllities $4,650.00
Long-term Llabilities
Totat for Liabllities $4,650.00
Equity
30000 Opening Balance Equity 33,697.95
32000 Unrestricted Net Assets 112,592.36
Net Income -16,415.14
Total for Equity $129,875.17

‘otal for Liablilities and Equity

$134,525.17




Profit and Loss

Western NC Association of the Southern Conference
January-December, 2024

DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT TOTAL
Income
46400 Other Types of Income 0
46430 Miscellaneous Revenue 1,500.00
Total for 46400 Other Types of Income $1,500.00
47100 Per Capita Dues 12,180.50
47200 Prior Year Per Capita Dues 570.00
47400 WNCA Annual Meeting Regist/Meal 1,641.25
47401 Spring Workshop Registration 180.00
47402 OCWM for WNCA 1,625.00
49000 Investments 0
49020 Interest on Checking 449
Total for 49000 investments $4.49
Total for Income $17.701.24
Cost of Goads Sold
Gross Profit $17,701.24
Expenses
50100 Ministry of Cang. Excellence 0
50102 Congregational Vitality 15,000.00
50104 SOC Covenant Support 2,000.00
50107 Youth Ministries 8,000.00
50112 Education Workshop Expenses 194.10
Total for 50100 Ministry of Cong. Excellence $25,194.10
50200 Ministry of Pastoral Excellence 0
50210 Administration 52.50
Total for 50200 Ministry of Pastoral Excellence $52.50
50300 Ministry of Justice & Witness 0
50302 Johns River Valley Camp 1,100.00
50303 Local and Nat. Disaster Relief
50305 Evang/Reformed Historical Socie 700.00
Total for 50300 Ministry of Justice & Witness $1,800.00
50500 Association Support 0
50501 Printing & Office Supplies 680.91
50504 Postage 133.25
50505 Comm (Web) Software/Contract 106.60
50509 Other (P.O. Box, etc.) 10.28
50513 Electronic Procassing Fees 24.99
50514 Staff Appreciation 2,800.00

Total for 50500 Association Support $3,756.03



Profit and Loss

Western NC Association of the Southern Conference
January-December, 2024

DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT TOTAL
50600 Annual Meeting 0
50603 Meals 1,845.75
50604 Programming 800.00
50610 Administration 668.00
Total for 50600 Annual Meeting $3,313.75
Total for Expenses $34,116.38
T T T T ——— N A
Net Operating Income -$16,415.14
%
Other Income
Other Expensas
Net Other Income 0
—_—— e
Net Income -$16,415.14

_——%



Budget vs. Actuals_Budget FY24_P&L_ Report

January 1-December 31, 2024

DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER BUDGET BY PERCENT OF BUDGET

fncome
46400 Other Types of Income $0.00 $500.00 -$500.00 0.0 %
48430 Miscellansous Ravenue 1.500.00 1,500.00
Total for 46400 Other Types of Income $1,500.00 $500.00 $1,000.00 300.0 %
47100 Per Capita Dues 12,180.50 20,000.00 -7,819.50 60.9 %
47200 Prior Year Per Capita Dues 570.00 570.00
47400 WNCA Annual Meeting Regist/Meal 1,641.25 2,400.00 -758.75 68.39 %
47401 Spring Workshop Registration 180.00 350.00 -170.00 51.43 %
47402 OCWM for WNCA 1,625.00 1,625.00
49000 Investmants $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
49020 Interest on Checking 4.49 4.49
49030 Interest-Savings, Short-term CD 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0%
Total for 49000 Investments $4.49 $1,000.00 -$995.51 0.45 %
43400 Direct Public Support 0.00 500.00 -500.00 0.0 %
Total for Income $17,701.24  $24,750.00 -$7,048.76 71.52%
Cost of Goods Sold 0.00 0.00 0.00
Gross Profit $17,701.24  $24,750.00 -$7,048.76 71.52%
Expenses
50100 Ministry of Cong. Excsllence $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
50102 Congregational Vitality! 15,000.00 500.00 14,500.00 3000.0 %
50104 SOC Covenant Support 2,000.00 2,000.00 0.00 100.0 %
50107 Youth Ministries? 8,000.00 750.00 7,250.00 1066.67 %
50112 Education Warkshop Expenses 194.10 750.00 -555.90 25.88 %
50101 Lay Leadership Training 0.00 200.00 -200.00 0.0 %
50103 WNCA Resource Center 0.00 100.00 -100.00 0.0%
50105 Contingency Fund 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0%
50108 WNCA Delegates fo Gen Synod 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0%
50108 Young Adult Ministries 0.00 750.00 -750.00 0.0 %
Total for 50100 Ministry of Cong. Excellence $25,194.10 $7,050.00 $18,144.10 357.36 %
50200 Ministry of Pastoral Excellence $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
50210 Administration 52.50 52.50
50201 Min in Discernment Fin Aid 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0 %
50202 Boundary Awarenass Tng 0.00 600.00 -600.00 0.0%
Total for 50200 Ministry of Pastoral Excellence $52.50 $1,600.00 -$1,547.50 3.28%
50300 Ministry of Justice & Witness $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
50302 Johns River Valley Camp 1,100.00 1.100.00 0.00 100.0 %

50303 Local and Nat. Disaster Relief 0.00 250.00 -250.00 0.0 %



Budget vs. Actuals_Budget_FY24_P&L__Report
January 1-December 31, 2024

DISTRIBUTION fCCOUNT TOTAL
i ACTUAL BUDGET OVER BUDGET BY PERCENT OF BUDGET
50305 Evang/Reformed Historical Socie 700.00 700.00 0.00 100.0 %
Total for 50300 Ministry of Justice & Witness $1,800.00 $2,050.00 -$250.00 87.8 %
50500 Association Support $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
50501 Printing & Office Supplies 680.91 150.00 530.91 453,94 %
50504 Postage 133.25 100.00 33.25 133.25%
50505 Comm (Web) Software/Contract 106.60 3,500.00 -3,393.40 3.05%
50509 Other (P.O. Box, etc.) 10.28 200.00 -189.72 5.14 %
50513 Electronic Processing Fees 2499 24.99
50514 Staff Appreciation 2,800.00 2,800.00 0.00 100.0 %
50503 Equipment (New/Replacement) 0.00 100.00 -100.00 0.0%
50510 Assoc Support Ministry Areas 0.00 200.00 -200.00 0.0%
Total for 50500 Association Support $3,756.03 $7,050.00 -$3,293.97 53.28 %
50600 Annual Meeting $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
50603 Meals 1,845.75 2,500.00 -654.25 73.83 %
50604 Programming 800.00 400.00 400.00 2000 %
50610 Administration 668.00 668.00
50602 Printing and Supplies 0.00 300.00 -300.00 0.0%
Total for 50600 Annual Meeting $3,313.75 $3,200.00 $113.75 103.55 %
50400 Committee on Ministry $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
50401 Candidate Assessments 0.00 3,000.00 -3,000.00 0.0 %
50402 Consulting Resources 0.00 200.00 -200.00 0.0%
50403 Recognition Materials 0.00 350.00 -350.00 0.0 %
50410 Administration 0.00 250.00 -250.00 0.0%
Total for 50400 Committee on Ministry $0.00 $3,800.00 -$3,800.00 0.0 %
Total for Expenses $34,116.38  $24,750.00 $9,366.38 137.84 %
Net Operating Income -$16,415.14 $0.00 -$16,415.14
Jther Income 0.c0 0.00 0.00
Jther Expenses 0.00 0.00 0.00
Net Other Income $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
I ——— e R N SR
Net Income -$16,415.143 $0.00 -$16,415.14

__————_————.____—_———__=_———_—

1) Grawing the Church Grant paid out of checkbook

2) a) Two Growing the Church Grant requests were
actually Invastment in Youth, total of $3000
b) $5000 in scholarships to help get youth to the
‘Youth Gathering in Virginia Beach

3) Accounting for the $15,000 GtCG & $8,000
youth paid out of the checkbaok, actually reflects
$6.584.86 net income




Western NC Assoc of the Southern Conf of the UCC
Profit - Loss Statement and Budgets

Proposed Current Year Proposed
Distribution account Budget Actuals Budget
2025 Jan - Sept 2025 2026
INCOME

46400 Other Types of Income $ 500.00 S 500.00

46430 Miscellaneous Revenue 3 200.00
Total for 46400 Other Types of Income $ 500.00 s 200.00 $ 500.00
47100 Per Capita Dues s 20,000.00 [ 10,116.00 $ 20,000.00
47200 Prior Year Per Capita Dues 3 1.210.50
47400 WNCA Annual Meeting Regist/Msal $ 2,400.00 - 25.00 5 2,400.00
47401 Spring Workshop Registration $ 350.00 $ 220.00 $ 350.00
47402 OCWM for WNCA $ o
47404 Boundary Awareness Training Registration 5 25.00
48000 Investments

49020 Interest on Checking $ 1.57

49040 Dividend Income-UCF Accounts H 19,102.21

49030 Interest-Savings, Shori-tarm CD $ 1,000.00 5 1,000.00
Total for 49000 Investments $ 1,000.00 $ 19,103.78 $ 1,000.00
43400 Direct Public Support $ 500.00 ] 500.00

Total for Income $ 24,750.00 $ 30,900.28 $ 24,750.00
EXPENSES
50100 Ministry of Cong. Excellance

50104 SOC Cavenant Support $ 2,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $ 2,000.00

50111 General Synod Support 5 3,000.00

50112 Education Workshop Expenses S 750.00 $ 300.00 $ 750.00

50101 Lay Leadership Training $ 200.00 $ 200.00

50102 Congregational Vitality H 500.00 $ 500.00

50103 WNCA Resource Center $ 100.00 S 100.00

50105 Contingency Fund 5 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00

50106 WNCA Delegates to Gen Synod $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00

50107 Youth Ministries $ 750.00 $ 750.00

50108 Young Adult Ministries H 750,00 S 750.00
Total for 50100 Ministry of Cong. Excellence $ 7,050.00 $ 5,300.00 $ 7,050.00

50200 Ministry of Pastoral Excellence

50202 Boundary Awareness Training **4 S 800.00 $ 985.84 5 800.00

50201 Min in Discemment Fin Aid **2 $ 800.00 H 800.00
Total for 50200 Ministry of Pastoral Excellence $ 1,600.00 $ 985.84 $ 1,600.00

50300 Ministry of Justice & Wilness




50302 Johns River Valley Camp 3 1,100.00 $ 1,100.00 $ 1,100.00
50303 Local and Nal. Disaster Ralief 5 250.00 H 250.00
50305 Evang/Reformed Historical Socie $ 700.00 5 700.00
Total for 50300 Ministry of Justice & Witness $ 2,050.00 $ 1,100.00 $ 2,050.00
50400 Committee on Ministry
50403 Recognition Materials $ 350.00 $ 157.50 $ 350.00
50401 Candidate Assessments 5 3,000.00 $ 3,000.00
50402 Consulling Resources 5 200,00 $ 200.00
50410 Administration S 250.00 $ 250.00
Total for 50400 Committee on Ministry $ 3,800.00 $ 157.50 $ 3,800.00
50500 Associalion Support
50501 Printing & Office Supplies $ 150.00 S 180.27 H 150.00
50504 Postage $ 100.00 ] 46.80 H 100.00
50505 Comm (Web) Software/Contract $ 3,500.00 5 1,399.19 $ 3,500.00
50508 Other (P.O. Box, elc.) $ 200.00 $ 252,34 $ 200.00
50512 AGM Support $ 2,000.00
50513 Electronic Processing Fees $ 63.43
50503 Equipment (New/Replacement) $ 100.00 $ 100.00
50510 Assoc Support Ministry Areas $ 200.00 $ 200.00
50514 Staff Appreciation $ 2,800.00 $ 2,800.00
Total for 50500 Association Support $ 7,050.00 $ 3,942.03 $ 7,050.00
50600 Annual Meeling
50601 Postage $ 50.00 $ 50.00
50602 Printing and Supplies $ 250.00 $ 250.00
50603 Meals $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00
50804 Programming $ 400.00 3 400.00
Total for 50600 Annual Mesting $ 3,200.00 $ 3,200.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 24,750.00 $ 11,48537 $ 24,750,00
Net income (Loss) $ - $ (11,485.37) $ -

**1 added 5200
**2 deducted $200




President
Vice President
Secretary

Treasurer

2025 SLATE OF NOMINEES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mark Thomas
Ava Chambers
Mr. Caleb Myers

Rev. Terry Parrish

Catawba

Davidson/Forsyth

Mrs. Kathy Alexander
Rev. Walter Barker
Rev. Deloris Kay Smith
Rev. Ted Wilkinson
Vacancy (lay or clergy)

Vacancy (lay)

Guilford/Randolph Rev. Amelia Fulbright

Rowan

Rev. Eric Griffin

Rev. Angela Roberson
Mr. Terry Baxter Sr.
Mrs. Phyllis Little

Vacancy (clergy)

1term 2027
1 term 2027
1of2 2026

2 of 22026

2 of 2 2026
1of 2 2027
1of 2 2027
2 of 22027
1 of 2 2027
1 of 2 2027
1 of 2 2027
2 of 2 2026
1 of 2 2027
10f 2 2026
2 of 2 2027

1of 2 2027



COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Catawba Rev. William Sowers 1 of 2 2027
Rev. Meghan Young 1 of 2 2027
Vacancy (lay) 1 of 2 2027
Davidson/Forsyth Elizabeth Conrad 1of 22027
Rev. Ches Kennedy 1 of 2 2027
Rev. Andrea Mitchell 1 of 2 2027
Guilford/Randolph Mr. Reginald Garner 10of 22026
Ms. Brenda James 2 of 2 2026
Rev. William Vanderburg 2 of 2 2026
Rowan Laura Hankins 1 of 2 2026
Rev. Melissa McQueen-Simmons 2 of 2 2026
Rev. Terry Parrish 2 of 22027

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

Catawba-Libby Herman -Lay member of St. Matthews- Maiden Term 1- class of ‘26
Rowan- Rev. Nathan King- Pastor at Trinity Reformed UCC- Concord Term 1. class of 25
Davidson/Forsyth

Rev. Elizabeth Parker Horton Pastor First Reformed UCC- Lexington Term 1-class 27

Guilford/Randolph vacancy




BIO’s of WNCA 2025 Nominees

Board of Directors

Mark S. Thomas My family and | have been very active members of Corinth for well over a
decade. Even though Stacey, Lexie and | moved to Burlington in the fall of '23, Corinth is and
always will be home for us. | will be finishing my Ph.D. later this semester. For my dissertation, |
conducted research regarding the WNCA-SOC: The title of my dissertation is: A
PHENOMENOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST (WNCA-SOC) RETIRING
SEN{OR PASTORS’ UTILIZATION OF RESOURCES TO DEVELOP EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP SKILLS

Ava Power Chambers is a lifelong member of the United Church of Church of Christ.
She is a member of Peace UCC in Greensboro, NC. Ava has served in several roles as President
of the Consistory, President of the Women'’s Fellowship, and has chaired. Ava enjoyed many
summers as a camper at Johns River Valley Camp and retreats at Blowing Rock Conference
Center. She is a graduate of Elon University, She is employed with T) Maxx as an operations
manager.

Rev. Walter Barker joins us from the Florida Conference. He and his wife were recently
displaced from Florida by Hurricane Helene and live in Landrum SC. He is a member of the
Tryon Congregational Church. Rev. Barker received a Master of Divinity and a Doctor of
Ministry from Boston University. He has been in the specialized ministry of pastoral care and
counseling, and has been a licensed marriage and family therapist for over 40 years.

Rev. Delores Kay Smith is Dually Aligned with NC Christian Church — Disciples of Christ
and the United Church of Christ. Rev. Smith is also presently serving as Staff Chaplain PRN Frye
Regional Hospital Hickory NC and Pastor Zion E & R United Church of Christ Lenoir, NC.

Rev. Amelia Fulbright is Lead Pastor of Congregational United Church of Christ in
Greensboro. Amelia returned to North Carolina in 2023 after almost two decades in Austin, TX
where she served multiple congregations and founded an inclusive campus ministry at the
University of Texas. Amelia is married to Jonathan, and they have two children---Vivienne (age
10) and George (age 6). She recently published her first book, The Water & the Blood, the Blood
& the Water: 2 memoir through Tehom Center Publishing. Amelia is glad to be back in the land
of pork barbecue and bluegrass music, and she looks forward to getting to know the WNCA
through service on the Board.

r

Rev. Angela Roberson has served as the pastor of Congregational UCC, High Point, since
2011. She is in her second year of service on the Southern Conference Board. Angela is an
alumni of East Carolina University, Hood Theological Seminary, and Duke Divinity School.




Committee on Ministry

Rev. William M. Sowers is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ and
currently serves as pastor of St. Matthew’s Reformed Church. A graduate of Catawba College
(B.A.) and Lancaster Theological Seminary {M.Div.), he has served congregations in both
Pennsylvania and North Carolina. He holds a certificate in Congregational Consulting from the
Center for Congregational Health and is certified by the FaithTrust Institute to teach Healthy
Boundaries 101 and 102 for Clergy. He lives with his wife, Abby, and their two children,
Charlotte and Wilson. In his free time, he enjoys gardening and tending to a small backyard
greenhouse—a quiet place of growth and reflection that mirrors much of his approach to
ministry and life.

Rev. Meghan Young Pastor of The Congregational Church, UCC in Tryon since 2017.

Meghan is a graduate of Carnegie Mellon University and Yale Divinity School. Rev. Young has
served on the Board of Directors of both WNCA and the Southern Conference of the UCC.

Elizabeth Beck Conrad was born in Winston-Salem, NC but grew up in Lexington. |
received a B.S. in Mathematics from Wake Forest University in 1969 and remained in Winston-
Salem to work as a Programmer/Analyst for Piedmont Airlines, US Airways, and
Sabre/American Airlines, retiring as a Technical Consultant for EDS, Shortly after my marriage
to C. R. "Butch” Conrad in 1983, we moved back to Lexington where we remain today. | am a
life-long member of Hedrick’s Grove UCC where | have served as a Deacon, an Elder multiple
times {Consistory Secretary and Treasurer) and on numerous committees, including as
chairperson for the Centennial Committee which involved orchestrating one special event per
month for the celebratory year. | am a member of the Davis-Townsend Lions Club where | have
served as club president and have held several positions at the district level including a four-
year stint as editor of the district newsletter and as Partner-in-Service during Butch’s term as
District Governor. Ask me about my current passion, KidSight. | enjoy family time with our son
and daughter, their spouses and three grandchildren. | like following the boys’ current
involvement in football, both playing for Central Davidson Middle School.

Rev. Ches Kennedy serves as the Pastor of Heidelberg UCC in Thomasville since June of
2024. He is also the Coordinator of Spartan Recovery at UNC Greensboro. He teaches a course
in the Religious Studies Department defining spirituality in all its aspects and how spirituality is
related to the 12-Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. Ches earned a Bachelor of Arts from UNCG in
Religious Studies and a Master of Divinity from Duke Divinity School. He received a Substance
Abuse Counseling Certificate from East Carolina University. Ches is trained in Brainspotting, and
other therapeutic modalities to help individuals who have challenges with mental health and
substance use disorders. Ches serves the community as the board chair of Alcohol and Drug
Services (ADS), Executive Vice-President of Marketing for the Greensboroe Symphony Orchestra,
and serves on the Boards of Directors of The Cone Health Foundation and the Addiction
Professionals of North Carolina (APNC). He lives in Greensboro with his husband John, and their
Golden-Doodles Clinton and Jefferson.



Rev. Andrea Mitchell is a Board-Certified Chaplain serving at the Novant Health Forsyth
Medical Center Cancer institute in Winston Salem, NC. She is an ordained minister in the UCC .
She is also a Reiki Master/Master Teacher. She enjoys, crochet, knitting, and being outside,
especially when she can have a garden. She currently resides in Kernersville, NC with her
husband Jamie, and 2 dogs.

Committee on Nominations

Rev. Elizabeth Parker Horton

Received her Master of Divinity from Wake Forest University School of Divinity.

She has been serving as Pastor of First Reformed UCC in Lexington for 10 years.

Rev. Horton served on WNCA Committee on Ministry for the past 2 terms and is now willing to
serve on WNCA Committee on Nominations.

Interim Associate Conference Minister

Rev. Dr. Tom Warren is the Pastor of Peace United Church of Christ in Greensboro,
where he has served since 2013. He was raised in Oneida, New York, a small community outside
of Syracuse. As a teenager he took an interest in backpacking and music, interests which he
continues to enjoy as an adult inciuding yearly hiking trips on the Appalachian Trail (600

miles completed so farl!) and occasional “happy hour” musical gigs around Greensboro

playing guitar and singing popular songs from the 1960's, 1970's and 1980’s.

Tom is married to Kim Miller who is a professional therapist. They have two children, Daniel
(26) and Abigail (24) who are in college and working part time.

Tom served previous pastorates in New Orleans, Louisiana and Pleasant Hill, Tennessee. He
is a graduate of Eden Theological Seminary, where he earned the Grauer Award for Pastoral
Promise and was granted, in 2011, an Honorary Doctorate Degree for pastoral faithfulness
and the pursuit of social justice. He has been ordained in the United Church of Christ since
1996. He earned an MA in Saciology from the University of South Florida (USF) and was
honored by the USF Department of Sociology in 2014 with the Excelient Alumni Award.
Tom'’s pastoral interests include evangelism, Biblical theology, social justice, stewardship of
creation, interfaith relations, and pastoral care.

Along with his wife, Kimberly Miller, he is Co-Chair of the UCC Cuba Study Seminar, an
annual 10 day cultural immersion trip next scheduled for January 2026.

Tom is very excited and honored to be a part of the Southern Conference staff and looks
forward to getting to know and serving each of our UCC congregations in the WNCA.



WNCA Annual Meeting 2025
Keynote Speaker
Rev. Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien

Speaking a New Word with the “Old, Old Story”

Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien grew up in parsonages of the Southern Conference while her father, the Rev.
Harold Myers, served congregations in Raleigh, Burlington, Thomasville, and China Grove. Her brother,
Rev. Phil Myers, pastored in Concord and Burlington before accepting a call to Virginia Beach.

Dr. O’Brien held the position of Paul H. and Grace L. Stern Professor of Hebrew Bible at Lancaster
Theological Seminary from 1997 to 2024. From 1989 to 1996, she was Associate Professor and
Department Head at Meredith College. She received the B.A. in Religion from Wake Forest University in
1981, the M.Div. from Duke Divinity School in 1984, and the PhD in Hebrew Bible and Semitic Studies
from Duke University in 1988.

A specialist in Hebrew Bible prophetic literature, she has written numerous commentaries, monographs,
articles, book reviews, essays, and has edited major volumes. Most recently, she published Prophets
Beyond Activism: Rethinking the Prophetic Roots of Social Justice (Westminster John Knox, 2024) and
served as Associate Editor of the New Oxford Annotated Bible, sixth edition (forthcoming, 2026). She is
currently finishing a commentary on Isaiah 40-66 for the Interpretation Bible Commentary series.

Our keynote speaker’s presentations for the day:
The Peril and Promise of Remembering the “Former Things” based on Isaiah 49:13-18;

Re-telling our Story for the Sake of a New Earth  based on Isaiah 65:17-25.
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June 1¥,:2025
Dear Churches of the Western North Carolina Association:

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who came to save us from the powers of death,
calling us as “people of the Way™ to embody God’s grace and love for the world. My name is Rev. Tom Warren
and I am your new Associate Conference Minister for the Western North Carolina Association (WNCA). It is
my hope that this will be the beginning of a productive and strong relationship in the life of our church, which
as we all know, faces challenges on a level rarely encountered in our beloved denomination’s history.

For the past 12 years I have been, and continue to be, the Pastor at Peace United
Church of Christ in Greenshoro. As part of my wider church duties, I have been
actively engaged with our WNCA, most recently serving on its Board as Vice-
President. My children, Daniel and Abigail, are alumni of Johns River Valley
Camp, and along with my wife Kim Miller, [ am Co-Chair of the U.C.C. Cuba
Study Seminar, an annual cultural immersion trip to Cuba.

Itis my hope that I can provide a pastoral presence to our local pastors and
congregations throughout the WNCA. We are currently made up of 63
congregations stretching from the Triad area west to the Tennessee border. Each of our congregations are filled
with wonderful histories, great moments of joy, and historic struggles which we have overcome. While there are
more struggles before us, together we can face these struggles and create deep and enduring joys as we live out
the gospel mandate of love, peace, healing, and justice.

T will strive to be easily accessible as your Associate Conference Minister. My email address is

Rev.tomacm@wnca-soc.org and my direct office phone line is 336-553-9730. My cell number is (931)-267-
2836.

With this letter I have included a brief bio as a first step in getting to know each other. I am deeply committed to
the local church, the earthly expression of Christ’s enduring ministry. We are called to be bearers of the ‘good
news’, recognizing that we have a ministry to share based on the holy Word found in both the Hebrew
Scriptures and the New Testament.

In a world bent on violence, greed, and hatred our call to peace, love, and reconciliation is needed more than
ever. So, let us get to work!

In the name of Jesus the Christ,

Rev. Dr. Tom Warren

Associate Conference Minister

Western North Carolina Association

Southern Conference, United Church of Christ
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August |3, 2025
Dear Members and Friends of the Western North Carolina Association,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. On behalf of the Executive
Committee and in accordance with our Association’s Constitution and Bylaws, I hereby issue
this Call to the Annual Meeting of the Western North Carolina Association of the United
Church of Christ, to be held on:

Saturday, October 4, 2025

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Abernethy Laurels

102 Leonard Avenue, Newton, NC 28658

This gathering is a sacred opportunity for us to come together in worship, discernment,
fellowship, and the conduct of the business entrusted to us by our covenantal relationship. Our
theme for this year’s meeting is:

Speaking a New Word with the “Old, Old Story”

Our keynote speaker, Dr. Julia Myers O'Brien, OId Testament Professor Emeritus of Lancaster
Theological Seminary plans to bring us two presentations.

The Peril and Promise of Remembering the “Former Things” based on Isaiah 49:13-18:
Re-telling our Story for the Sake of a New Earth  based on Isaiah 65:17-25.

During our time together, we will:

Worship and celebrate the life of our churches and shared ministries

Receive updates from the various committees and working groups

Elect new leadership for Association roles

Engage in meaningful dialogue about the mission and future of our faith communitjes
Fellowship

Our closing worship will not include communion, instead we will have a holy anointing with oil.



Each congregation is encouraged to send its pastor(s) and delegates, as outlined in our bylaws.

Each church is entitled to two delegates. Local churches with more than 300 hundred members
will be entitled to have one additional lay delegate for each additional 200 members or fraction
thereof,

* Churches with up to 300 members shall be entitled to have 2 lay delegates.
¢ Churches with 301 to 500 members shall be entitled to have 3 lay delegates,
* Churches with 501 to 700 members shall be entitled to have 4 lay delegates.
* Churches with 701 to 900 members shall be entitled to have 5 lay delegates.
* Churches over 900 members shall be entitled to one additional lay delegate

per each additional 200 members or fraction thereof.”

A registration fee of $25 helps offset the costs of the meeting with a tunch provided. Materials
such as agenda and reports will be sent out in advance and made available on the Association’s
website. You will be asked to indicate your preference for lunch when you register so we can
coordinate with the staff at Abernethy Laurels and make proper preparations for our meal.

As we gather at the beautifu! and hospitable campus of Abernethy Laurels, may we be inspired
anew by the Spirit that unites us in faith and mission.

We look forward to your presence, your voice, and your prayers as we do the work of the
Church—together.

Faithfully,
Rev. Wiltiam Sowers

President, Western North Carolina Association
Southern Conference, United Church of Christ




